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The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Green recovery 

Submission from Paul Hibberd  

Do the principles of sustainable development (as set out in the annexe), and those for 
a resilient recovery, as proposed by the UK Committee on Climate Change, provide a 
comprehensive framework for guiding an effective green recovery in Scotland? 

It is essential that the Scottish and UK governments lead the way and do not leave this to 
businesses or individuals. I am concerned that the aim to ‘Lead a shift towards positive long-
term behaviours’ does not sufficiently convey the urgency of the situation, and that radical 
change is needed in the short term.  

We also need to influence what happens in other countries as well as our own. We must  
account for the carbon we are responsible for, emitted by other countries when they make 
our products. 

What are the key barriers to delivering a green recovery (within your sector and / or 
community)? 

It is too easy to revert to ‘business as usual’. Businesses and individuals generally do not 
have sufficient motivation to make positive choices when cheaper and easier alternatives are 
readily available – whether this is how to do business or what products to purchase. 
Government must provide strong and clear leadership and remove the most damaging 
options from the table (for example, even tents are now considered single use and disposable 
– this sort of product is a massive waste of resources and you would do our countryside and 
the wider environment a favour if these poor quality products were no longer available for 
sale).  

Sadly, a significant number of people do not seem to take the threat of climate breakdown 
and species extinction seriously – again highlighting that choices cannot be left to individuals. 
This does highlight the need for more education and opportunities for people to make a 
positive connection with the environment.  

What key policies, actions and immediate priorities are needed to deliver a green 
recovery (within your sector and / or community)? 

Key priorities include:  

• Moving to a sustainable transport system  

• Making our buildings more sustainable to build and run 

• Continuing to grow renewable power sector including wind, solar and wood fuel 

• Supporting nature & sustainable land use, creating a circular economy 

As above, we need to engage more people in this work and make it relevant to all.  

How should the 2021/22 Budget support a green and sustainable recovery and avoid 
locking in carbon; and what funding is needed in the ECCLR portfolio to deliver a green 
and sustainable recovery? 

 

https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/letter-building-a-resilient-recovery-from-the-covid-19-crisis-to-roseanna-cunningham-msp/
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Supporting the following: 

• Moving to a sustainable transport system  

• Making our buildings more sustainable to build and run 

• Continuing to grow renewable power sector including wind, solar and wood fuel 

• Supporting nature & sustainable land use, creating a circular economy 

• Investing in opportunities for people to enjoy and connect with the environment   

General response 

The response to COVID19 had shown that swift and radical action can be taken for the 
collective good. The global health / social / economic impact of climate breakdown will be 
massively greater than COVID19 unless similarly swift and radical action is taken.  

Much work has been done by some NGOs on the issue of green recovery, for example ‘A 
Green Recovery – how we get there’ (Greenpeace 2020) – reviewing such reports would be 
helpful.  


